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SYMPOSIUM SOLOS 
Graduate assistant Mark Rheaume  
brings a six-year vision to life through a 
composition piece based on the works 
of Plato.
PAGE    3
BACK IN THE GAME
Eastern women’s basketball junior 
guard Alece Shumpert excelled in 
her  last three games, despite  
having little playing time earlier in 
the season.
PAGE  8
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor | @DEN_News
Those students who needed to file their 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid in 
order to receive Monetary Award Program 
Grant funding had less time than ever to get 
their application in.
The deadline to file for the FAFSA was 
bumped up to Saturday. Carol Waldmann, 
the interim director of financial aid, said it 
had been the earliest deadline it has ever been. 
“Last year the deadline was Feb. 27,” Wald-
mann said. “We never know the deadline un-
til we hear from (the Illinois Student Aid 
Commission).”
The ISAC is in charge of disbursing the 
MAP Grant funds to students who filed their 
FAFSA. Some students said they were un-
aware of the email sent out Friday, as stated 
in an article in Monday’s issue The Daily East-
ern News.
The Office of Financial Aid and Scholar-
ships notified students of the new deadline to 
file their FAFSAs and still receive MAP Grant 
money a half hour after receiving notification 
of the change from the Illinois Student Assis-
tance Commission, Waldmann said.
The office sent an email notification to stu-
dents at 1:28 p.m. Friday stating the deadline 
to file was Saturday.
“We received notification of the Feb. 21 
deadline from the ISAC about a half hour 
before (notifying) students of the deadline,” 
Waldmann said. “ISAC makes their decision 
regarding the deadline based on number of 
applications received and Governor Rauner’s 
budget address.”
Last week, Gov. Bruce Rauner gave a state 
address highlighting his plans regarding the 
state’s budget.
Rauner proposed to hold MAP funding 
steady at $373 million, according to the Na-
tional Public Radio website.
“His budget address included cuts in high-
er education,” Waldmann said. “That was 
likely a big factor in having an earlier MAP 
Grant deadline.”
Luis Martinez can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
MAP Grant cutoff raised to earliest date
C AYLA MAURER | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Heather Webb, Deputy Title IX Coordinator, speaks to students, faculty and staff on the sexual assault issue during “It's On Us: Take a Stand 
Against Sexual Assault” panel in the Charleston-Mattoon Room of the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union Tuesday. Lindsay Wilson, a 
Counseling Center counselor, Marlene Acosta, Student Senate member, Melany Zwiling, the Sexual Health Education coordinator at the Health 
Education Resource Center and Nathan Gayheart, the Interfraternity Council president were also on the panel.
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor | @DEN_News
Eastern leaders spoke openly on sexual 
assault issues on campuses through a panel 
discussion, “It’s On Us,” Tuesday.  
“It’s On Us,” a national campaign to pro-
mote awareness of sexual assaults on college 
campuses around the country, was adopted 
on Eastern’s campus through student gov-
ernment.
Reginald Thedford, the student body 
president, said he wanted to start the cam-
paign at Eastern. He said last semester he 
had partnered with the Health Education 
and Resources Center and the Sexual Pre-
vention team in order to create a video in 
order to help launch the campaign.
“ It ’s  a  na t i ona l  c ampa ign  tha t  wa s 
launched by the White House in partner-
ship with Generation Progress,” Thedford 
said. “What they did was they challenged 
student body presidents and student gov-
ernments across the nation, and I felt that 
this was an issue that EIU could participate 
in.”
Thedford said studies have shown one in 
five women are sexually assaulted where as 
one in sixteen men are sexually assaulted. 
Only five percent of these cases are reported 
on college campuses.
“The idea of this campaign is to bridge 
that gap as well as educate the students, ed-
ucate administration on ways we can im-
prove the policies here at EIU,” Thedford 
said. “As well as taking a stand against sexu-
al assault and being more than a bystander.”
The panel opened with a video called “It 
Happened Here,” a documentary highlight-
ing five female students who were sexual-
ly assaulted on their college campuses and 
how they handled the situation.
The students were from Vanderbilt Uni-
versity, University of Connecticut, and Am-
herst College. The video pointed out less 
than 20 percent of campus assaults is re-
ported, and 85 percent of the assaults are 
committed by an acquaintance of the vic-
tim.
After the video was shown, Thedford in-
troduced the panel members Heather Webb, 
the Deputy Title IX coordinator, Lindsay 
Wilson, a counselor from the Counseling 
center, Marlene Acosta, a senior sociology 
major, Melany Zwilling, the Sexual Health 
Education coordinator, and Nathan Gay-
heart, Interfraternity Council president.
Some members in the audience com-
mented on how sexual assault victims were 
portrayed in the media. They said the me-
dia does not take it seriously when it hap-
pens on college campuses.
In the video, there were instances shown 
where the media had place some blame on 
the victims, whether they were drinking too 
much, the clothes they were wearing, and 
even some cases where the media called the 
rape into question.
Eastern takes on ‘It’s On Us’ campaign 
Race issues 
in classroom 
addressed
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202
Just in the past few weeks, English professor 
Jeannie Ludlow said she has heard stories from 
minority students about being singled out in the 
classroom, given questionable advice for dealing 
with racism, and feeling that professors did not 
believe they could do the same quality of work.
Ludlow, a Faculty Senate member, shared 
these examples with other senate members Tues-
day during a discussion on the recruitment of 
minority students as well as the hostile environ-
ment or biases some face in the classroom. 
When a student was sent out into the com-
munity for a project, someone said overtly racist 
things to her, after which her professor advised 
her to ignore the comments, Ludlow said.
Ludlow said both the professor and student 
approached her after the incident for advice on 
how they could have handled the situation bet-
ter, and she said she would have encouraged a 
positive intervention.
Ludlow also said she advises faculty to ask 
students privately if they would like to share in-
formation about their culture for a class discus-
sion, rather than putting them on the spot to 
represent their entire racial or ethnic group.
“I don’t believe people do these things mali-
ciously,” Ludlow said. “It’s a mistake shaped by 
culture and a little bit by white privilege some-
times, and misunderstanding the difference be-
tween my power in the classroom and the stu-
dents’ power in the classroom.”
Jeff Stowell, a psychology professor, said he 
has been guilty of this in the past, as he has 
asked a student from Iran to share her knowl-
edge for a discussion on parenting methods in 
other cultures.
Stowell said he would be interested in diversi-
ty training for faculty to become better educated 
on how to deal with those situations. 
Mona Davenport, the director of minority 
affairs, said students would benefit from seeing 
faculty members attend training or other diver-
sity events.
“We’re offering diversity conferences; we’re of-
fering keynote speakers to come down,” she said. 
“What we need to do probably is see more of us 
there.” 
James Ochwa-Echel, the Africana studies co-
ordinator, said for the past four years, the popu-
lation of minority students has made up about a 
quarter of the student population.
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Mariah Scott, a junior communication studies major, practices her dance for her creative expression piece during 
the rehearsal for Miss Black EIU on Feb. 18.
By T’Nerra Butler 
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Women will be dressed elegant-
ly for the 44th Annual Miss Black 
EIU Pageant at 6 p.m. Saturday in 
the Grand Ballroom of the Martin 
Luther King Jr. University Union.
This  year’s  pageant theme is 
“Diamonds in Disguise: A Ladies 
Guide to Refinement.”
Eight contestants will be enter-
taining the audience in five scenes 
that evening.
The scenes consist of creative ex-
pression, African garment, talent, 
evening wear and impromptu.
The winner of the pageant will 
receive a $1,500 scholarship.
The coordinators have had the 
women in vigorous practice for 
four months.
Each contestant is assigned pag-
eant coaches to devote one-on-one 
time with them and critique their 
routine.
Alexis Lambert, who is currently 
holds the title of Miss Black EIU, 
said her day can be hectic, but is 
fulfilling.
“You are expected to coordi-
nate the entire program, and go to 
meetings, but still support the Af-
rican-American Heritage Month,” 
Lambert said. “I just want people 
to come see how much work the 
girls have put into the show.”
Contestant Whitney Turner, a 
junior psychology major, said she 
is most confident about her tal-
ent portion, which is interpretive 
dancing.
“I want my story out there, and I 
praise dancing will do that,” Turner 
said. “It’s my biggest strength and 
shows who I am.”
Contestant Alexandria Neff, a 
senior political science major, said 
this experience is helping her move 
forward.
“I’ve wanted to do this pageant 
since freshman year, and if I do 
win it’s overcoming something that 
I wanted to do,” Neff said. “I’ve fi-
nally pushed through emotions 
within myself and got to a com-
fortable place.”
Neff said even though she has 
different experiences from the oth-
er women, she connects with them.
She sa id in this  pageant she 
is baring it all and sugar coating 
nothing.
Contestant Anisha Coleman, 
a senior nursing major, said it is 
more than a pageant, and those 
who are considering joining should 
join.
“You do have a voice, and if you 
really need that voice, come to this 
pageant,” Coleman said. 
Contestant Carolyn Davis, a se-
nior sociology major, said the pag-
eant does not have a competitive 
feel.
“If you have a passion for some-
thing, it will never feel like a chore, 
and I have grown a bond with my 
pageant sisters,” Davis said. “It’s 
also really good to have Alexis lead-
ing us in such a positive light.”
Lambert said she is the tough-
est critic as well as the contestants’ 
biggest cheerleader all at once be-
cause she is hard on them.
  “ I f  you  come ,  you  wi l l  be 
watching these gir ls  be refined 
as the night goes on," Lambert 
said."We take things and throw 
them at the girls and see what they 
can do under the pressure."
To apply, contestants have to at-
tain a 2.5 GPA, 12 credit hours 
and they have to be a reoccurring 
student to Eastern.
Tickets online are $8 in advance 
at University Union Ticket Office 
website or $10 at the door.
VIP tickets are also available 
online for $10 and $15 the door; 
these are reserved for the first two 
rows. 
“They’re going to see us take 
fire to a piece of coal and make it 
a diamond.” Lambert said. “We’re 
transforming a mere glimmer into 
a sparkle.”
T’Nerra Butler can be
reached at 581-2812
or tabutler@eiu.edu.
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By Kendra Cwikla
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
O w n e r s  o f  o l d  h o m e s  a n d 
buildings in the Charleston area 
can attend the Preservation Ba-
zaar at 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday 
at the Charleston Carnegie Public 
Library.
The bazaar will feature sever-
al presenters covering different as-
pects of owning and preserving an 
old home for people to approach 
and ask questions.
Kit Morice, a Charleston His-
toric Preservation Commission 
board member, said the Bazaar is 
not limited to those whose homes 
have been designated as historic.
The bazaar  i s  a  resource  for 
people who are looking for the 
right way to repair their homes 
and make them more energy effi-
cient, and it can help people rec-
ognize what is historic and what 
is not.
The National Register of His-
toric Places uses a cut-off date of 
50 years or older for what is con-
sidered historic, making the cur-
rent cut-off year, 1965.
Morice said Charleston has a 
substantial stock of resources from 
historic homes and buildings, in-
c luding the Sixth and Seventh 
Street Historical District, which 
features homes built in the late 
19th and early 20th century.
Deborah Muller, the Charles-
ton City Clerk,  sa id houses  in 
that area are either contributing 
or non-contributing based on the 
original features.
The Preservation Commission 
may revisit these non-contribut-
ing homes because they are getting 
older and they will eventually be 
older than 50 years.
 “The homes tell us about our 
history,” Morice said. “They often 
contain materials that would be 
very expensive today to use, and 
higher quality building materials 
than what are available today.”
Morice said people have lots of 
reasons for wanting to preserve 
their old homes.
“The old homes tell us about 
where we came from, and about 
certain periods in the develop-
ment of our community,” Morice 
said. “The character and quality of 
building materials and workman-
ship in the buildings are hard to 
replicate today.”
Morice, the owner of a histor-
ic  home built  in 1902, wil l  be 
speaking at the bazaar about using 
wood epoxies for repairing wood 
features, as well as reusing mate-
rials.
This includes materials from an 
old building that may have been 
demolished or renovated, and how 
to reuse these materials in a con-
temporary renovation.
Morice said people often get 
emotionally attached to their old 
buildings, and some use the argu-
ment that preserving an old home 
while making it efficient uses less 
waste than if they were to tear it 
down.
“You’re avoiding tearing some-
thing down, and adding tons of 
material to the landfil l  that we 
don’t  even have,”  Morice sa id. 
“We have a waste transfer station.”
Morice said she was drawn to 
her old home because of the char-
ac te r,  the  woodwork ,  and the 
overall aesthetics of the building.
 “I ’ve  researched the  people 
who had the house built. The wife 
was in Charleston’s first women’s 
club, and so it’s kind of fun know-
ing some details and imagining 
what your house was in the past,” 
Morice said. “It’s such a part of 
our history in Charleston.”
Kendra Cwikla can be
reached at 581-2812
or  kecwikla@eiu.edu.
Bazaar to help with preserving old homes
Pageant to show off 'Diamonds'
By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
What was only a thought in the 
mind of an Eastern student six years 
ago came to life for the first time 
Tuesday night in the form of music.
Mark Rheaume, a graduate assis-
tant in the music department, used to 
be an undergraduate student at East-
ern.  
Rheaume presented his composi-
tion based off the text of philosopher 
Plato in the Recital Hall of the Doud-
na Fine Arts Center.
“Six years ago I was sitting in my 
introduction to philosophy class lis-
tening to the works of Plato and I sat 
there and thought, ‘this could be a re-
ally good (musical) piece,” he said.
A degree and a half later, he did 
just that, in a Symposium that was a 
series of solos performed by Eastern 
music students and professors.
Gary Aylesworth, a philosophy 
professor who spoke about Plato, his 
life and his works, introduced the 
symposium.
A total of seven solos were includ-
ed; student and pianist Tyler Harr ac-
companied each.
All performers besides Harr played 
wind instruments.
Each sound fit together to create a 
harmony but at the same time was its 
own unique sound.
The first performer was student 
Chris Fryer, who played the trumpet. 
His piece was called “Phaedrus.” 
Fryer’s trumpet mixed with Harr’s 
piano created a soft music piece that 
sounded like a welcoming or intro-
duction into the symposium.  
Music professor Todd French, who 
played the tuba, was the second solo-
ist and played the piece called “Pau-
sanias,” followed by student Tim 
Layden on the horn, who played the 
piece called “Eryximachus.”
Next was student Greg Watson 
who played the piece “Aristophanes” 
on his euphonium.  Student Maureen 
Moeller, who played the flute to the 
piece “Agathon,” followed Watson af-
ter his performance.
Each performer built up the tem-
po with their pieces, making it sound 
like they were building off one anoth-
er.
The sixth solo, called “Socrates,” 
was the most dramatic because the 
music seemed to explode and bounce 
off the walls.  
Music professor Jemmie Robert-
son, who played tenor trombone and 
was joined by student Haley Altgil-
bers’ vocals, performed the solo.
She sang for a few moments dur-
ing the solo and did not come onstage 
but hid in the wings of the stage.
The symposium ended with the fi-
nal solo performed by student Sarah 
Gorecki on clarinet.  The piece was 
called “Alcibiades,” and it was a soft 
piece, much like the first solo, bring-
ing the performances full circle.
This symposium was the first time 
it was performed to the public, turn-
ing the words of Plato into music.
Stephanie White can be
reached at 581-2812
or at sewhite2@eiu.edu.
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COS Grad Program Enrollment Workshop | 3 PM
   College of Sciences to review past, current, and future enrollment trends; Blair Hall 
Living History Program Premiere Presentation | 4:30 PM
   Historical entertainment, refreshments, and unique learning experiences; Chas Carnegie Library
    
Quanah and Cynthia Ann Parker: The History and the Legend Exhibit | All Day
    Booth Library’s spring program and exhibit series; free and open to the public
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com
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Clothing Sale
March 4
Buzzard 
Hall
Atrium
12-4 PM
March 3
Coleman 
Hall
NE Landing
12-4 PM
Gently-used 
clothing 
and 
accessories
Everything 
is just $1!
All Proceeds 
benefit 
Salvation 
Army
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge
Delta Sigma Theta sorority mem-
bers will present the history and 
customs of Kwanzaa at 6:13 p.m. 
Wednesday in Lumpkin Auditorium.
Kwanzaa, a holiday based on Af-
rican festivals, takes place every year 
from Dec. 26 to Jan. 1.
The holiday is meant to represent 
seven principles for seven days and 
each day a candle is lit.
Seven candles sit in a candela-
brum: three red, three green and one 
black in the middle, which is lit on 
the first day. 
Ashley Howard, a Delta Sig-
ma Theta member, said the celebra-
tion, officially called “Kwanzaa: Cel-
ebrating the First Fruits,” is a chap-
ter event that celebrates the holiday 
as has been done on campus since 
the ‘90s.
The holiday is always celebrated 
in December, but the women want-
ed to bring awareness to it because of 
African-American Heritage Month.
“Why not inform people of the 
only actual African-American holi-
day,” Howard said.
Howard said many African-Amer-
icans know of the holiday but choose 
not to celebrate it.
Howard said Kwanzaa, which 
was created by Maulana Karenga in 
1966, focuses on seven principals 
for the seven candles, such as Umo-
ja (unity), Kujichagulia (self-deter-
mination), Ujima (collective work 
and responsibility), Ujamaa (coop-
erative economics), Kuumba (cre-
ativity), Nia (purpose), and Imani 
(faith).
Howard said her family used to 
celebrate the holiday when she was 
younger, but she was unsure when 
she stopped celebrating it; she said 
she enjoyed the holiday because she 
truly felt a sense of unity among her 
family and culture when doing it.
Those who do celebrate Kwanzaa 
may also celebrate Christmas, which 
is what Howard did. She said the 
two holidays are different especially 
when it comes to gift exchanges.
For Christmas, she would get an 
uncertain amount of presents, but 
for Kwanzaa it is a set amount of 
gifts. 
On each day of Kwanzaa, a candle 
is lit, a single gift is given and people 
say one of the words for the day and 
its significance.
Howard said the goal for the event 
is to inform students on campus 
about the basic principles of the hol-
iday and its meaning to the culture.
“You learn all those principles at 
the end of your last year so you bring 
in the New Year with them,” How-
ard said.
Roberto Hodge can be
reached at 581-2812
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
Sorority to educate students on Kwanzaa traditions
MACKENZIE FREUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Sarah Gorecki, a junior music major, plays a piece of Symposium, composed by Mark Rheaume, titled Alcibiades on Tuesday in the Recital Hall of the 
Doudna Fine Arts Center.
Musicians turn words of Plato into songs
Eastern students learned via email Satur-
day they had just one final day to apply for 
MAP Grants, which is the earliest deadline 
in the program’s history. 
The Illinois Student Assistance Commis-
sion (ISAC) suspended announcements of 
2015-16 MAP Grants for applicants whose 
initial FAFSA is received by the Central 
Processing System.
The MAP Grant is given to students who 
are Illinois residents, based on their finan-
cial need and information provided though 
FAFSA. 
Early FAFSA submission by prospective 
students contributed to the deadline for 
MAP Grants, which was Feb. 21. A number 
of students said they did not see the email 
in their Panthermail, and believe the ear-
ly deadline puts some students at an unfair 
disadvantage. 
FAFSA became avai lable during win-
ter break, and money for MAP Grants is 
awarded on a first-come first-serve basis. 
Any frustration toward Eastern’s Office 
of Financial Aid and Scholarship regarding 
the notification is misguided. 
The university was notified of the dead-
line a half hour before they sent the email 
to students, who are made aware of their re-
sponsibilities as a college student their first 
day on campus.
A l though  the  dead l ine’s  fo rma l  an-
nouncement seems inconsiderately short, it 
is students’ job to check and maintain their 
Panthermail and Paws accounts on a regu-
lar basis. 
An easy way to make sure you stay up-
to-date on all campus emails and notifica-
tions is to set up an email alert on your cell 
phone, and create specific folders to high-
light incoming mail from high-importance 
senders. 
Additionally, students have received mul-
tiple MAP Grant notifications throughout 
the school year, and are encouraged to ap-
ply early to secure a better chance of being 
accepted. 
It would be unfair and a true example of 
“killing the messenger” to blame Eastern of-
fices for the late notification. 
As far as ISAC’s timing is concerned, it 
is wise for students to file their FAFSA ear-
ly since the deadline for MAP Grants is 
contingent upon the number of completed 
FAFSA paperwork submitted by qualifying 
students.
According to the American Lung 
Association, when a cigarette is lit about 
7,000 chemicals burn going into the 
smoker’s lungs and into the air around 
them. 
Of those chemicals, 69 of them are 
known to be cancerous. That still leaves 
more than 6,000 chemicals that can 
be poisonous, getting into the air that 
everyone breathes. 
People have the right to smoke. They 
get to make that choice on their own 
and deal with the positives and negatives 
that come with it. 
But smoking is also extremely harmful 
to not only them but the people around 
them who walk through it. Secondhand 
smoke is known to be dangerous just as 
much as being the person who has the 
cigarette up to their mouth.  
At least when it is done outside, the 
smoky air can be taken over by fresh air. 
However, other people are still affected 
by it as they cross paths with someone 
who is smoking. 
The worst part is when people smoke 
in enclosed areas so that the people in 
there with them have no choice but to 
also breathe in the chemicals. 
So it is important, and courteous, 
for people to smoke outside in areas 
where they are able to cause less harm to 
less people. 
There is a reason people do not want 
to smoke, and it is normally because 
they do not want to deal with the smell 
and chemicals that go with it. 
Often times we see people smoking in 
their cars and in the back seat are chil-
dren who do not have a choice but to 
take it in. 
Children who would have no idea to 
say anything to their parent or older sib-
ling to quit smoking because they may 
not know much about it. Or even if they 
do know how harmful it is, they do not 
want to say anything for fear of getting 
in trouble. 
But every time that child gets in the 
car, they have to deal with the smell and 
chemicals in the air whether the ciga-
rette burns or not. 
Children are also more susceptible to 
getting symptoms other than just can-
cer or heart disease. They can get asthma 
attacks, ear infections, pneumonia and 
bronchitis. 
Opening the windows and having 
air fresheners may alleviate some of the 
smell but the carcinogens will still be 
there. 
What is worse is that some people 
choose to smoke in their homes also. 
That means that the child will always be 
in the presence of it. 
The smell will be in their items so 
when they leave the house, they will still 
smell it, when they get in the car, it will 
be around them and when they lie in 
bed to sleep each night their lungs will 
be filling up with tar, ammonia, carbon 
monoxide and so much more. 
If you have decided to smoke, then 
you have to live with those choices but 
that does not mean that others should 
also have to suffer and risk their health 
and well-being because of it. 
Shirmeen Ahmad is junior political science and
journalism  major. She can be reached at
581-2812 or denopinions@gmail.com.
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What else would we do with Carman?
I once knew a guy who had a very 
unique perspective on life.  
One day he asked me, “What makes 
you happy?”  
That seems like a simple enough ques-
tion but oddly, my first response was to 
say, “I don’t know.”
He immediately launched in with 
a small ranting saying, “What do you 
mean you don’t know? It’s you! You 
should know you, and you should know 
what makes you happy! It’s your life!”
Although this guy was a little cra-
zy and probably a little drunk for all I 
know, he is not wrong.
I’ve been reminded of this moment 
recently as I’ve started to make changes 
in my life to be happier. 
It seems like I’m not the only unhap-
py person in the world and while yes, 
toxic people, depressing life events and 
all of that plays a role in a person’s hap-
piness, a good portion of it is made up 
of their own decisions.
I’ve started trying to limit myself to 
only doing things that make me happy 
or at least things that I can find aspects 
of that make me happy. 
We all have things we don’t want to 
do that we have to, but some things that 
make us miserable do not fall into that 
category.
Just because you find happiness in the 
idea of something it doesn’t mean that 
the actual thing is making you happy. 
Maybe you like the idea of a being a 
member of a board game club, but you 
realize though you like board games, you 
dread showing up. 
It could be because of social issues in 
the group or otherwise, but it doesn’t 
matter how much you conceptually 
enjoy something. If in practice it makes 
you unhappy, then it’s probably time to 
walk away.
Walking away from and avoiding peo-
ple who contribute to your unhappiness 
is also something that you may need to 
look at. It might be hard, but trust me; 
I’ve learned from experience that it is 
well worth it.
Figuring out what exactly makes you 
happy, even before attaining or partic-
ipating in it is crucial for your path to 
happiness.
Once you’ve identified what makes 
you happy, it’s just a matter of making 
the conscious decision every day to focus 
on those things. 
Periodically throughout your day just 
pause and meditate on the positive and 
what you’ve found in your day that you 
enjoy and appreciate.
Life is both too short and too long to 
spend it being unhappy.
Your happiness should be a priori-
ty. Once you start making it one, every-
thing else in your life will fall into place.
Kayc ie Brauer is a senior English major.
She can be reached a t 581-2812
or a t denopinions@gmail.com
Don’t worry, be 
happy and live 
life with a smile
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Ochwa-Echel said while East-
ern has the potential to recruit 
more minority students based on 
its proximity to cities like Indi-
anapolis, St. Louis and Chicago, 
the problem he has been seeing 
lies in the campus climate.
He  s a i d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  h a s 
made attempts to address issues 
of climate in the community, but 
students can face a similar hostil-
ity inside the classroom. 
“I know these are topics that 
people don’t want to talk about, 
but these are also topics that will 
not go away, and I think we need 
to talk about it and try to find 
solutions,” Ochwa-Echel said.
Jeff Ashley, a political science 
professor, said Eastern’s admis-
sions efforts in the past have been 
directed toward specific groups, 
and looking at enrollment num-
bers, the university has decreased 
in every racial group aside from 
b l a ck  s tudent s ,  who  have  in-
creased.
“I think we should target al l 
areas,  but the bigger troubling 
thing for me that you’re saying is 
what happens once they’re here, 
and that’s the support, and espe-
cially in the classroom,” Ashley 
said.
Bla i r  Lord,  the  provos t  and 
vice president for academic af-
fairs, said Eastern’s population of 
Hispanic and Latino students is 
below what is represented by the 
state population, although they 
are the fastest growing popula-
tion in Illinois.
Davenport said Eastern will al-
ways be a predominately white 
inst itution, which means indi-
viduals need to do their part in 
the recruiting process for all stu-
dents, not just minority students.
“I work extremely hard to at 
l ea s t  t r y  to  make  our  s tudent 
population look like the state of 
Illinois,” she said. “So I feel ex-
tremely good of what we’ve done 
and what we continue to do, be-
cause I think it’s a realistic pic-
ture, and we want our students to 
be global.”
A s h l e y  s a i d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y 
should seek a balance between 
keep ing  i t s  popula t ion  g loba l 
while not seeing decreases in cer-
tain groups.
“We’ve gotten to look like the 
state of Ill inois by losing a tre-
mendous  amount  o f  t h e  s tu -
dent population in one particu-
lar area,” he said. “It’s great that 
we’re global ,  but i t  a lso means 
we’re down 4,000 students to get 
there.”
Minh Dao, an economics pro-
fessor, said he came to a small ju-
nior college in Oklahoma from 
a city of 4 million people, and a 
student once asked him if people 
lived in huts in Vietnam based on 
portrayals  of the war shown in 
media. 
Dao said he can relate to the 
biases some students face, though 
he believes the scientific method 
should be applied, in addition to 
anecdotes. 
Ludlow said groups like Mak-
ing  Exce l l ence  Inc lus ive  have 
compiled information on prob-
l ems  and  po t en t i a l  s o lu t i on s 
through specific minority focus 
groups.
“We should be cautious when 
assuming anecdotal evidence is 
more likely to be suspect or pro-
v ide  i so l a t ed  inc ident s  r a ther 
than patterns of incidents,” she 
said.
Davenpor t  s a id  fo rmer  s tu-
dents who have had positive ex-
periences can be the university’s 
best cheerleaders.
“When we talk about our stu-
dents being able to go out into 
the community, and we want to 
make i t  comfortable  for  them, 
I do believe we need to make it 
comfortable at home first ,  as a 
faculty, as a staff, as an adminis-
trator, we have to make our stu-
dents comfortable,” she said.
Stephanie Markham can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or samarkham@eiu.edu.
“This is a story about five wom-
en, but I think it’s important to 
keep in mind that men can also 
be victimized as well,” Webb said. 
“When we talk about this  as  a 
campus community, we need to 
keep that in mind about services 
for all students, not just necessari-
ly for women.”
Some of the resources Eastern 
provides include the Sexual As-
sault Counseling and Information 
Services, the Counseling Center, 
and HOPE, the Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence.
“Victimization can happen to 
anyone,  regardless  of  gender,” 
Wilson said. “I was definitely dis-
turbed with hearing how some of 
the cases were handled or not han-
dled.”
At the conclusion of the panel, 
Thedford said he thought the pan-
el was successful.
“I think it was informative, very 
educational and I think it brought 
awareness  to  a  lot  of  s tudents 
here,  male and female,”  Thed-
ford said. “That was the idea for 
it, and also it brought back one of 
the goals I wanted to have is that 
students can let administration 
know or some of the resources 
how they can make their resources 
more available.”
Thedford said schools such as 
Washington University, St. Lou-
is Mo., and the University of Ore-
gon are having pledge drives, and 
Ohio State University is  going 
through some title IX reforms.
“The next step I’m going to get 
in contact with a representative 
from a national campus leadership 
council,” Thedford said. “I want-
ed to create a brochure so that we 
can hand those out to students, 
because I think that one of the ad-
vantages we have as student gov-
ernment is that we are students.”
Luis Martinez can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or at lpmartinez@eiu.edu 
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Cole Muench, a senior sociology major, and Josh Staske, a senior finance major, play a game of bags for Game 
Night in Thomas Hall. The game night is a project for Staske’s entrepreneurship class. Students pay $5 to play 
bags and water pong. “We offer free pizza, drinks, and prizes,” Mark Harames, a senior marketing major and anoth-
er member hosting the night, said. Some of the prizes included a $25 gift card to Game Stop and Don Sol. The last 
game night will be held next Tuesday.
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Rent: Now, Spring 2015, or Fall 2015  
Good Housing, Proven Management 
Housing for 1 from $350-440 
Housing for 2 from $290/person 
Housing for 3 or 4 right next to campus 
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1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
woodrentals.com 
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Do you have a small business?
Feel like you need more coverage 
to get clients in your door?
We can help.
Call us at 581-2816
to find out how you can place 
your business advertisements 
for just $10.....yes, $10.
Don’t just read the news!
www.dailyeasternnews.com/podcasts/
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
For rent For rent For rent
Sublessors
Special Olympic volunteers are needed. Volunteer forms are available in 1212 
Buzzard Hall, Department of Special Education.
____________________________ 2/26
Campus clips
Help wanted
HELP WANTED!  Do you live in a dorm? 
If so, you could earn $50 cash this 
week, working no more than 1 or 2 
hours!  Local business needs help 
handing out promotional material. 
First person to call from each dorm is 
hired!  
217-549-5296
__________________________2/27
Millennium Place Apartments: Avail-
able now through 7-31-2015. $300 
plus utilities. 
Call Ramon 217-519-2769
__________________________2/24
Call us to see how to save $550 off 
your lease!
BrooklynHeightsEIU.com 
MelroseOnFourth.com 
Furnished, Washer & Dryer, Balcony, 
Walk-In Closets, Free Tanning, 24 hr. 
Fitness Rooms.  Roommate Matching 
Avail. 
217-345-5515
__________________________2/27
AVAILABLE FALL 2015 - NEXT TO 
BUZZARD/DOUDNA 
2&3 BR,1812 9th St. AVAILABLE NOW - 
3 BR, 1205 Grant. 
sammyrentals.com or call/text 
217-549-4011, 217-348-0673.
__________________________2/27
2 bedroom houses. 3 blocks from EIU, 
W/D, $300 each, 11 month lease. 
Call 217-549-7031
__________________________2/27
FOR SUMMER OR FALL 1, 2 & 3 BR 
APTS. As low as $285/person, all ap-
pliances, some with dishwasher, 
washer/dryer or garage. Trash pd 
some with water pd. As close as 3 
blocks to EIU 
348-7746 Carlyle Apartments 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
Available Now - Deluxe 1 BR Apt, 
117 W Polk, stove, fridge, micro-
wave, dishwasher, w/d. Trash pd. 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
4 bedroom 2 bath house located at 
1410 9th St available for 15-16! 
Great Location, All Inclusive Pric-
ing, W/D - Stay Unique 
217-345-RENT (7368).  
www.uniqueproperties.net
__________________________2/27
Very spacious 5 bedroom house 
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St for 
15-16!  Great Location, All Inclusive 
Pricing, W/D - Stay Unique 
217-345-7368 
www.uniqueproperties.net
__________________________2/27
Large 3 bedroom furnished apart-
ment for Fall 2015. Make an appoint-
ment to see. 
Call 345-3664
__________________________2/27
FOR 2015- 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS. Carlyle 
Apartments 
217-348-7746. 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
3 BR Apts., 820 Lincoln Ave, 1 blk. 
from EIU, all kitchen appliances. 
Water & Trash pd. 
217-348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
For Rent Fall 2015.  4 BR house, 2 
blocks from campus.  W/D, dishwash-
er, great parking, and nice yard.  
Call or text 276-7003.
___________________________3/3
BOWERS RENTALS - Very nice 1-5 
BR Homes Starting at $300/mo. 
1526 1st St - 4 BR with nice front porch 
and new windows!  1703 12th St - 3 BR 
with large rooms and screened back 
patio!  
Call or text 217-345-4001. 
eiuliving.com
___________________________3/3
Beautiful 1 and 2 bedroom apart-
ments available for next school year. 
Huge bedrooms, bay windows, full 
bathroom, central air, fitness center. 
Trash and water included.  Too much 
to list!  
Leave message (815) 600-3129
___________________________3/3
Awesome 3 BR townhouse. One unit 
left. 
Call 24 hours for details 630-505-8374
___________________________3/4
FOR 2015-2016: VERY NICE 1-6 BED-
ROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS. 
1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM CAM-
PUS. 
CALL 217-493-7559  myeiuhome.com
___________________________3/6
2 bedroom furnished apartments, qui-
et, near campus, all utilities and inter-
net included, no pets. 
549-2615
___________________________3/6
Available Fall 2015: 1025 4th St.  5 
BR, 2 full baths, 2 half-baths, wash-
er and dryer.  
(618) 670-4442 
__________________________3/13
3 BR nice house, 4 blocks from cam-
pus. CA, W/D, dishwasher, bar, park-
ing. $900/month, available August 1. 
217-549-6342
__________________________3/13
5 bedroom house 10 MONTH LEASE 
1836 11th,  $275 each, A/C, W/D, D/W, 
partial covered large patio 
217-345-3273
__________________________3/13
Very nice 6 BR 3 BA House with 5 van-
ities. Excellent location. 7 parking 
spots. Washer/Dryer, Dishwasher, and 
large backyard included. $290/per-
son. 
217-493-7559
__________________________3/13
4-6 bedroom house 10 MONTH 
LEASE 1521 2nd, $275 each, A/C, 
W/D, off-street parking, 
217-345-3273
__________________________3/13
6 bedroom house includes a studio 
cottage for 1 (6 total) 10 MONTH 
LEASE 1906 11th, $300 each, large 
yard and patio.  A/C, D/W, W/D.  
217-345-3273
__________________________3/13
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015
Studio, 1, 2, & 3 bedroom apartments. 
Great locations! 
ppwrentals.com   217-348-8249
__________________________3/16
FOR 2015-2016 VERY NICE 2 + 3 BED-
ROOM / 2 BATH APARTMENTS.  REFIN-
ISHED BALCONIES, CODED ENTRY 
INTO BUILDING, CABLE AND INTER-
NET INCLUDED IN RENT!  RIGHT BE-
HIND MCHUGH'S, LESS THAN A BLOCK 
FROM CAMPUS!  
217-493-7559.  myeiuhome.com
__________________________3/23
You deserve to live in a nice home 
with nice landlords.  Leasing for Fall 
2015.  2-5 bedroom homes, in-
cludes all appliances and garbage. 
Walk to campus.  Pet friendly.  
Call or text 217-649-6508. 
www.keslerodle.com 
__________________________3/31
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK. 
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block 
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Real-
tor. 
345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
__________________________3/31
2015 School year: 
RCRRENTALS.COM 217-345-5832
___________________________4/6
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. 
Over 20 years experience. 
345-4489.  www.woodrentals.com
__________________________4/30
By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor |@DEN_News
The Bible has been illus-
trated throughout the years 
in many different forms, and 
modern artist Marc Chagall 
added his own artistic take 
through l i thographs  and 
etchings on display in the 
Tarble Arts Center.
The exhibit, called “Cha-
gall and the Bible,” is on dis-
play in the Tarble Brainard 
Gallary until March 15 and 
is free for the public to view.
His artwork displayed in 
the museum includes col-
or  l i thographs  and black 
and white etchings of scenes 
from the Bible.
Michael Watts, the inter-
im Tarble director, said Cha-
gall is one of the most dis-
tinctive artists of the 20th 
century.
“He is best known for his 
color ful  pa int ings ,  many 
of which are based on east 
European Jewish folklore,” 
Watts said.
C h a g a l l  w a s  b o r n  i n 
Vitebsk, Belarus and into 
traditional Hasidic Jewish 
culture, and as a Jewish artist 
he broke new ground by il-
lustrating the Hebrew Bible.
His depiction of the Old 
Testament combined both 
his Jewish history and mod-
ern art.
Chagall has been quoted 
saying the Bible has fascinat-
ed him since his early youth.
“It has always seemed to 
me and it seems to me still 
that it is the greatest source 
of poetry of all time,” Cha-
gall has said, according to a 
Tarble press release.
Watts said this exhibit was 
a large project for Chagall, 
having taken 25 years to be 
completed.  The main bulk 
of the exhibit consists of his 
color lithographs that were 
published in Paris in 1956 
and 1960.
These editions were spe-
cial  to the collection and 
were devoted to Chagall’s 
original Bible lithographs.
Watts said the exhibit also 
has a selection of 10 out of 
the 105 etchings from Cha-
gall’s 1932 to 1939 collec-
tion.
The rest of the exhibit is 
a Chagall self-portrait and 
a few other works related to 
the Bible, which include de-
pictions of the crucifixion.
“Although of the Jewish 
faith, Chagall used the cruci-
fixion in many of his works,” 
Watts said.  “Some believe 
the artist saw in the crucifix-
ion an affinity with Jewish 
suffering.”
Watts said he decided to 
put Chagall’s work on dis-
play for many reasons.
“Marc Chagall is a sem-
inal modern artist, plus the 
exhibition fit into the Tar-
ble’s schedule and was af-
fordable,” he said. “Besides 
being art by Chagall, I also 
thought the Biblical subject 
matter would have wide ap-
peal, and we hadn’t present-
ed an exhibit ion that in-
cluded Biblical subjects for 
awhile.”
Clay Dean, the CEO of 
First Mid Illinois Insurance 
Group in Mattoon, donated 
one of Chagall’s lithographs 
to Tarble in honor of Presi-
dent Bill Perry and his wife, 
L inda  Perr y.   Watt s  sa id 
Chagall is one of Perry’s fa-
vorite artists.
The piece is called “Mo-
ses with the Tablets of Law” 
but is sometimes called “Mo-
ses III.” 
Except for the lithograph 
Dean donated, the Chagall 
pieces in the exhibit are on 
loan from the Bowden Col-
lections. 
Stephanie White can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or at sewhite2@eiu.edu.
Exhibit features Biblical artwork
SUBMIT TED PHOTO
The “Chagall and the Bible” exhibit displayed in the Tarble 
Brainard Gallary shows lithographs and etchings of the Bible
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By Chris Picazo
Staff Reporter|@DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s tennis team dropped to 
2-3 on the season after losing matches against 
University of Evansville and Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale Sunday and Monday, re-
spectively. 
Rescheduled from Feb. 13, the Panthers lost 
a close match against Evansville in Evansville, 
Ind. with a score of 4-3.
Junior Ali Foster and senior Sephora Boul-
bahaiem were able to pick up wins in singles 
against Evansville, with both winning in straight 
sets.
Foster defeated junior Marina Moreno with 
a score of 6-4, 6-4, and Boulbahaiem defeat-
ed sophomore Andjela Brguljan with a score of 
6-2, 6-3.
Senior Marketa Trousilova of Evansville de-
feated sophomore Kelly Iden of Eastern 4-6, 
7-5, 6-0. Senior Natasha James defeated fresh-
man Grace Summers of Eastern 6-3, 6-0, and 
freshman Kennedy Craig defeated junior Han-
nah Kimbrough of Eastern 6-0, 2-6, 6-2.
Eastern sophomore Kamile Stadalninkaite fell 
to Evansville senior Mina Milovic 7-5, 6-3, in a 
match that would determine the final outcome. 
The Panthers earned the doubles-point for 
the match by winning at the No. 2 and No. 3 
spots against Evansville.
The No. 1 doubles team of Summers and 
Boulbahaiem faced Trousilova and James, but 
were unable to finish the match. Summers and 
Boulbahaiem were leading 5-1.
The No. 2 doubles team of Foster and Kim-
brough picked up a win defeating Craig and 
junior Gaby Fifer, 6-0.
Finally, the No. 3 doubles team of Iden and 
Stadalninkaite also picked up a win defeating 
Moreno and Brguljan, 6-1.
Eastern coach John Blackburn was im-
pressed with the way Foster, Boulbahaiem 
and Kimbrough played over the weekend. 
“I think Ali and Sephora had great week-
ends in singles along with Hannah and Ali 
playing very strong doubles,” he said. “Ali and 
Sephora played their best tennis of the season 
in singles this weekend. I’m excited about the 
direction they’re going in.” 
In their second match rescheduled from 
Saturday, Panthers lost 5-2 against SIU in 
Carbondale Monday. 
Foster and Boulbahaiem were once again 
able to pick up wins in singles winning in 
straight sets again.
Foster defeated freshman Yana Golovkina 
6-4, 7-5, and Boulbahaiem defeated freshman 
Athena Chrysanthou 6-2, 7-5.
Senior Natasha Tomishima of SIU defeated 
Iden 6-4, 6-2. Sophomore Megan Monaghan 
of SIU defeated Summers 6-3, 6-3. Freshman 
Vitoria Beirao of SIU defeated Stadalninkaite 
1-6, 6-2, 6-1. Senior Gisela Cairo Baza of 
SIU defeated Kimbrough 6-3, 6-0.
The Panthers did not get the doubles-point 
against SIU, because they were only able to 
win one out of the three double’s matches.
Foster and Kimbrough defeated Beirao and 
sophomore Polina Dozortseva 6-3.
Iden and Stadalninkaite played a strong 
match, but came up short and were defeated, 
7-5, by Golovkina and senior Arianda Cairo 
Baza. 
Tomishima and Monaghan defeated Sum-
mers and Boulbahaiem, 6-2.
With the two losses, Blackburn said there 
are some things they can improve on heading 
into the week of practice.
“There are some approaches to singles that 
we have worked on that we didn’t execute as 
well as we would have liked last weekend,” he 
said. “We will try to improve on that in prac-
tice this week.” 
Panthers will continue their season Friday 
and Sunday when they face Butler Universi-
ty in Indianapolis, Ind. and Western Illinois 
University in Galesburg.
Chris Picazo can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or cepicazo@eiu.edu .
 
Panthers lose 
2 matches 
over weekend
By Jehad Abbed
Assistant Sports Editor | @Jehada
Dr. Todd Garner, Eastern athletics team physician, told 
junior forward Chris Olivier he’d be lucky if he had just a 
throat infection after an appointment with the Panthers’ 
second leading scorer in late January.
The Eastern men’s basketball team was on one of the 
best winning streaks in the nation before losing to Murray 
State University at Lantz Arena on January 22. 
Olivier found himself getting sick in the locker room 
two days later before the Panthers’ first game against Aus-
tin Peay. He said he woke up that morning with a sore 
throat and was feeling more tired than usual. 
Olivier told the athletic trainers he was sick and was 
then given medicine before the game against Austin Peay. 
“I tried to warm up and get myself going,” Olivier said. 
“I wanted to play.”
He still tried to come back out of the locker to contin-
ue warming up after vomiting, but he soon headed back 
and did not play.
Olivier was diagnosed with Mononucleosis. He said 
Garner told him it all depended on how his body react-
ed to Mono. 
The disease has to be monitored closely, because it can 
lead to enlargement of the spleen, which can lead to it rup-
turing. This process can last longer than the body carries 
the disease.
“He told me I might be out until President’s Day,” Ol-
ivier said. “I got kind of down when he said that, because 
that was a long time.”
Olivier ended up sitting out a total of six games from 
Jan. 24 to Feb. 12. 
There were about two-and-a-half weeks where he was 
not allowed to partake in any physical activity. Olivier said 
all he could do was endure it and follow the doctor’s or-
ders.
“It was some crazy big pills that I was taking twice a 
day,” Olivier said. “I just had to drink a lot of water and 
rest a lot.”
The Panthers lost 81-51 to the University of Tennes-
see-Martin in their first game after Olivier was diagnosed. 
“I’m watching the game and the announcers were talk-
ing about me,” Olivier said. “I felt like I was letting the 
team and my coaches down.”
Olivier said not being able to go out and compete with 
his teammates after putting in hard work at practice was 
one of the most difficult things to come to terms with.
He said it was difficult physically and mentally because 
he felt like it was something out of his control.
“It was just like ‘why me?’” Olivier said. “I had some 
goals and that kind of set me back a little bit.”
Dr. Garner released Olivier during the week before 
President’s Day. Olivier was given an ultrasound to make 
sure his spleen was not enlarged before he was finally given 
the nod to suit up again for Eastern. 
Olivier had to go through some light conditioning that 
week after being released, because he was restricted from 
doing physical activity for and extended amount of time.
“I had to do some running and workouts,” Olivier 
said. “But I was happy.”
He played 22 minutes in his first game back when the 
Panthers played Southern Illinois-Edwardsville. Eastern 
lost 80-63, but Olivier was surprised at how well he felt 
during the game. He said he could have played even more 
minutes if it was asked of him.
Eastern head coach Jay Spoonhour told Olivier to take 
his time getting back into the rhythm of the game. Olivier 
said he did not want to interrupt junior forward Trae An-
derson’s impressive performance.
“I was being patient and letting the game come to me,” 
he said. “(Anderson) was playing really good and I didn’t 
want to get in his way.”
Olivier is averaging 18 points per game since returning 
from sickness including a career performance of 25 points 
and six blocks in an overtime loss to Tennessee-Martin. 
He came back with an improved free-throw shot, which 
he said was one of the only things he could sneak into the 
gym and work on while being out.
Olivier said he was able to stay mentally prepared 
by staying motivated and watching the game from the 
bench. 
“I learned from it,” he said. “By being able to watch 
games more from the sidelines, you see what other players 
are doing on our team and other teams.”
Olivier wants the Panthers to finish out the regular sea-
son on a high note and go into the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence Tournament fully healthy. He said the team wants to 
make sure seniors like guard Reggie Smith and forward 
Josh Piper are able to finish their college careers with a win-
ning season. 
“We want to bring guys like (Piper) and Reggie out 
with a bang,” he said.
Olivier said this is the most important part of the sea-
son to stay focused and play well, so the team can be as 
successful as possible in the OVC Tournament and hope-
fully the NCAA tournament.
Jehad Abbed can be reached 
at 581-2812 or jaabbed@eiu.edu.
Olivier battles back after sickness
JEHAD ABBED | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Junior forward Chris Olivier missed six consecutive games after being diagnosed with Mononucleosis. Olivier is averaging 18 points per game 
since returning to the Eastern men’s basketball lineup.
“She has a mid-range game,” Black said. “She can 
get to the bucket and is very athletic. We are just going 
to have to really play solid.”
Black said she is going to put Eastern forward Sabi-
na Oroszova on Jones to start the game and see where 
it goes from there.
Oroszova has been acknowledged for her successes 
as of late.  
She was named the Ohio Valley Conference Player 
of the Week on Tuesday for her performance. 
She scored 25 points, had 15 rebounds, five assists 
and six blocks in the win against Murray State Feb. 18. 
Also, she scored 22 points and had 15 rebounds and 
six blocks in the win against Southeast Missouri Sat-
urday. 
Eastern and Tennessee-Martin will tip-off at 
 Lantz Arena at 6 p.m. Wednesday. 
Seniors Deanna Willis, Arnisha Thomas and Oro-
szova will be honored prior to the game for Senior 
Night. 
Bob Reynolds can be
reached at 581-2812
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu. 
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Olivier attempts a shot during the Eastern men’s basketball game against Southeast Missouri 
Saturday at Lantz Arena. The Panthers defeated the Redhawks, 73-65.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day:  The @EIU_Baseball games against Kansas State have been canceled over the weekend. The Panthers will play at Arkansas instead, Saturday-Monday. 
TOP C AT
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor|@BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern women’s basketball team 
heads into Wednesday’s game against 
the Tennessee-Martin Skyhawks on a 
two-game win streak after wins over 
Murray State and Southeast Missouri 
over the past week.
The Panthers also have clinched 
a spot in the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence Tournament, which will start on 
March 4. 
Eastern coach Debbie Black said the 
Panthers are full of confidence and have 
momentum heading into the game 
against the Skyhawks. 
“Obviously we were on a drought 
losing six out of the last seven,” she said. 
“First of all we really needed to win 
these two to get into the playoffs and 
we did. I like the way our defense has 
been playing of late, and that is always a 
good indication.”
The Panthers held Murray State to 
34.4 percent shooting from the floor 
and held Southeast Missouri to 26.8 
percent from the floor. 
UT-Martin is 14-0 in the Ohio Val-
ley Conference and defeated Eastern in 
Martin, Tenn., on Jan. 21, 81-51.
Black said UT-Martin does a good 
job of making teams run up and down 
the floor.
“They want that pace and dictate 
that pace,” she said. “They cause you 
to turn the ball over a lot. We have to 
take care of the ball better and take bet-
ter shots.” 
The Panthers turned the ball over 20 
times in the first game against the Sky-
hawks. Eastern shot 6-of-24 from the 
floor in the second half, which pro-
pelled UT-Martin to take advantage 
and outscore Eastern 45-20 in the final 
20 minutes.
The Skyhawks shot 51 percent in 
the second half and turned the ball over 
nine times.
Sophomore Ashia Jones, who is the 
Skyhawks’ leading scorer, scored 26 
points against the Panthers on 9-of-
18 shooting. Black said Jones is one 
of those players that you have to make 
take tough shots.
DOMINIC BAIMA | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Alece Shumpert, a junior guard, prepares to pass Saturday during the game against Southeast Missouri State 
in Lantz Arena. The Panthers won 49-48.
Eastern hosts UT-Martin in home finale 
OPPORTUNIT Y KNOCKS Shumpert excels with extended playing time
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor|@BobReynoldsDEN
Eastern women’s basketball ju-
nior guard Alece Shumpert played 
just 22 minutes this season until 
she came off the bench in the game 
against Austin Peay Feb. 12. 
Shumpert played 25 minutes 
that game and shot 6-of-9 from the 
floor, including 5-of-6 from three-
point range in the loss.
She said she had no idea she was 
going to play in the near future 
and playing that much just came 
out of the blue.
“I am happy for it ,” Shump-
ert said. “The last couple of games 
have been great as far as playing 
time. It feels good to be on the 
court and compete against others 
in the efforts of helping my team.”
The 18-point night got her a 
starting nod against Murray State 
six days later.
The start was her first start of 
her collegiate career. 
She had no prior notion she 
would start the game until East-
ern coach Debbie Black told her at 
shoot around. 
“I was very shocked and sur-
prised to know that I would start,” 
she said. “I knew that I had to per-
form and be an asset to my team at 
that point.”
Shumper t  would  put  up  11 
points in 27 minutes played on 
3-of-7 shooting in the game.
She hit a clutch 3-point shot 
with about one minute to play in 
the second half to put the Pan-
thers up by four in the win against 
Southeast Missouri Saturday. 
“I just ended up in the right 
place at the right time,” Shumpert 
said. “I knew we needed to score 
and no one was guarding me at the 
time, so I just shot it and thank 
goodness it went in.” 
Shumpert did not discover she 
could be a shooter, let alone a 3-point 
shooter until her senior year of high 
school at Althoff Catholic in Bel-
leville. 
She has played basketball since fifth 
grade and has played the post position 
most of her life. 
Black said the biggest reason why 
Shumpert has gotten an opportunity 
is because of the work ethic in prac-
tice.
“I  think she has been terr i f -
ic, and she was terrific when she 
wasn’t playing,” Black said. “She 
was beating us up in practice. She 
was making threes al l  over the 
court.
“I tell all these players, especially 
the young ones, their game is prac-
tice. You have to show us what you 
can do in practice and there will be 
an opportunity to get into a game 
at some point and she’s done terrif-
ic with that.” 
Freshman guard Grace Lennox 
thinks having Shumpert out on 
the floor makes the offense a lot 
better. Whether it would be help-
ing Eastern forward Sabina Oro-
szova or anyone else on the court, 
Shumpert causes problems for the 
defense.
“The fact  that  Alece i s  such 
a 3-point weapon helps us a lot 
with our offense,” Lennox said. 
“If the defense is to double ‘Sabi,’ 
she can find Alece for the shot. If 
they don’t double her, ‘Sabi’ has 
more room to move and make her 
moves.” 
Lennox, along with other play-
ers,  has noticed the work ethic 
Shumpert has put in practice this 
season. 
“Alece has always worked hard 
during practices and made every-
one else better players,” she said. 
“She is a great teammate to have. 
Her shot is second to none, which 
has earned her playing time.” 
Shumpert  had a setback last 
season when she tore her ACL in 
practice around the fourth game of 
the season. 
Overcoming that injury has been 
a challenge for her, she said. 
“I overcame it by staying posi-
tive and having a strong mentality 
with the intention of getting back 
on the court as soon as possible,” 
she said.  
Shumper t  r ehabbed  fo r  s i x 
months and is still rehabbing ev-
eryday to keep her leg strength up, 
and she said it was pretty tough.
“It’s definitely a long process,” 
she said. “You have to be mental-
ly strong. I feel as best as ever ac-
tually. My knee is holding up well.”
Shumpert currently has a brace 
on her right knee. 
Black doesn’t  think the knee 
injury has  been a  problem for 
Shumpert this year due to the fact 
that she has had a long time to re-
hab.
Black said Shumpert is the first 
kid in the gym every day and she 
has done all the right things. 
“What most impressed me is the 
ability to stay within her game,” 
she said. “She is a shooter. She is 
not trying to do too much. Like 
last year even she wouldn’t get into 
too many games, and in practice 
she was trying to do too much. She 
has grown up. When she gets into 
the game, she is poised. She looks 
terrific.” 
Shumper t  and  the  Panther s 
w i l l  t a k e  o n  Te n n e s s e e - Ma r -
tin Wednesday at Lantz Arena at 
6 p.m.
Bob Reynolds can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or  rjreynolds@eiu.edu. 
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